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These points will help demonstrate the unique training and vital role of School Social Workers in
supporting students and creating equitable learning environments.

& Essential Role of School Social Workers: School Social Workers are crucial in creating environments
where all students can thrive, using their unique training to address mental health, social-emotional, and
behavioral challenges.

& Holistic Support: Provide a holistic perspective, bridging the gap between home, school, and community
to ensure students' needs are met through comprehensive interventions at the individual, small group, and
school-wide levels.

& Culturally Responsive and Trauma-Sensitive Practices: Trained in culturally sensitive and
trauma-informed practices, School Social Workers create safe, inclusive environments that support diverse
students, especially those impacted by trauma and systemic inequities.

& Mental Health Expertise: As often the primary or sole licensed mental health professional in schools,
School Social Workers provide essential mental health services, including prevention, counseling, family
support, and crisis management.

& Focus on Social Justice and Equity: Advocates for addressing opportunity gaps and ensuring fair access
to educational opportunities, addressing the societal and environmental conditions that affect students'
success.

® Multi-Tiered Support: Operate at all levels of student support—from individual counseling and
behavioral interventions (Tier 3) to school-wide policy development (Tier 1), promoting success across the
school community.

® Impact on Academic and Social Success: By integrating social workers into school teams, schools can
ensure all students, especially those facing the greatest challenges, receive the support they need to
succeed academically, socially, and emotionally.

& Indispensable Role: With unique expertise in mental health, trauma, and equity, School Social Workers
are essential in addressing growing challenges in education and ensuring healthier school climates and
better educational outcomes.
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